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The Meiji Restoration

The Tokugawa Shogun had single-handedly ruled Japan for over 250 years. During the reign
of the Shogun, Japan’s Emperor acted only as a mere figurehead, mainly participating in religious
ceremonies. The Japanese people were part of a strict hierarchy of Daimyo, Samurai, Peasants, and
Merchants. However, Japan’s contact with the West sparked a radical uprising in the Japanese
government and society. Unhappy politicians blamed the government in power — the Tokugawa
Shogun for Japan’s military weakness.

In 1868, a small group of middle level samurai supported the Emperor’s return to true power in
Japan. The Tokugawa Shogun’s government was removed and the young Meiji Emperor created a
new Western style government in Japan.
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The Japancsc (Mcﬁi) Constitution ~ 1889
Tl'lc EmPirc omCJaPan shall be ruled over by the EmPcrors of the dgnastg which has rcignccl in an unbroken
line of descent for ages past.
Tl'lc person of the Empcror is sacred and inviolable.

Thc EmPeror exercises the Icgislative power with the consent of the lmPcrial Diet (legislaturc —
Parliamcnt)

Thc F_mPcror declares war, makes peace, and concludes treaties.

No JaPancsc sukject (Pcrson) shall be arrested, detained, tried, or Punishcd, except according to law.

JaPancse su]:jccts shall, within reason, crjog freedom of rcligious beliefs.

apanesc su]:jccts sha“, within limits of the law, cnjoy Iibcrtg in rcgard to sPccch, writing, Publication, Public

meeting, and associations.

How has the role (the position) of the Japanese Emperor changed as a result of the new
Meiji Constitution?
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TASK: Work with a partner to create a newspaper headline that uses information from
at least three of the documents above.

December 10, 1905 The Japan Times B A<#T R




Social Reform
A renowned Japanese author, Bunroku Shishi recalled in 1967 his experiences as a boy growing up
during the Meiji era:

...But the rapid spread of Western civilization, and the intellectual enlightenment [that
occurred in Japan], also are phenomena (amazing events) inseparably bound up in the
Meiji Era mood. Nights became bright with gas and electric [lights). Diseases long
regarded as incurable surrendered to improved medical science. Travel became
immeasurably easier with the introduction of railways and tram-cars.

My sister and | wore Western clothes. They were made by a tailor who catered to foreign
customers. I was made to wear a high, stiff collar and broad “Bohemian” tie with my
suits and suffered agonies of embarrassment when other children poked fun at me.

Vehicles rumbling through the often unpaved streets of Meiji times were also interesting,
not least because the types were constantly changing. Horse-drawn carriages were
replaced by electric trolleys. They had much the same shape as the horse-drawn vehicles,
but their source of power was fascinating to the public.

Amazement. There was a lot of that in Japan for those of us who shared the fantastic Era of
Meiji.

List the social changes have occurred in Japan:

The Satsuma Rebellion

The sudden changes of the Meiji Restoration came as a shock
to many Japanese. The powerful politicians who overthrew the
Tokugawa Shogun wanted to entirely Westernize Japan. But
the Samurai, a traditional warrior class were still hanging on to
the old traditions.

Saigo Takamoriwas one such Samurai who refused to adopt
the new ways of the Meiji Restoration. He gathered an army of
about 40,000 men and waged a rebellion against the new
Japanese Imperial army. This resistance movement is known
as the Satsuma Rebellion of 1877.

Saigd Takamori ft prepares his
troops for battle

Watch the film and answer the guestions below:

1. In the battle scene, how were the last Samurai’s defeated?

2. Even though they are on opposite sides, why do you think the soldiers bow after the
last Samurai dies?

3. ¥How does the Emperor feel about the changes that have occurred in Japan?

Discussion: Could the Japanese have preserved their traditional ways
and still modernized?



