
Six Principles of the Constitution 
 

 
 
 

     

Own words… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Own words… 
 

Own words… 
 

Own words… 
 

Own words… 
 

Own words… 
 

Preamble 
We the People of the 
United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, 
provide for the common 
defense, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Posterity, 
do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

Amendment I  
Congress shall make no 
law respecting an 
establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the 
right of the people to 
peaceably assemble, 
and to petition the 
Government for a 
redress of grievances.  

Article I, Section 1 
All legislative Powers herein 
granted shall be vested in a 
Congress of the United States… 
Article II, Section 1 
The executive Power shall be 
vested in a President of the 
United States of America. 
Article III, Section 1 
The judicial Power of the United 
States, shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such 
inferior Courts … 

Article I, Section 7 
Every Bill which shall have 
passed the House of 
Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it 
becomes a Law, be presented 
to the President … 
Article II, Section 2 
[President] shall have Power, 
by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Senate, to 
make Treaties, provided two 
thirds of the Senators present 
concur… 

Article III, Section 2 
The judicial Power shall 
extend to all Cases, in Law 
and Equity, arising under 
this Constitution, the 
Laws of the United States, 
and Treaties made; … 

Amendment X  
The powers not delegated 
to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to 
the people. 
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DIRECTIONS: Identify the principal of the constitution in the headlines below.  Explain 
how and why you see that principal.  

 
 

“Obama Appointed Court 
Judge Sotomayor Is 
Confirmed By Senate 
Committee Vote” 

 

“Group Wants To Protest 
Health Care Reform in 
Central Park” 

 
 
 

“Supreme Court Rules 
Texas Sodomy Law Illegal” 
 

 
 
 

“New York State Makes 
Driving While Texting 
Illegal” 

 
 

“President Obama Meets 
Prime Minister Brown as 
Congress Awaits Outcome” 

 

“Oregon Approves Mail-in 
Ballot for Coming 
Elections” 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

January 13, 2013 
In California, It’s U.S. vs. State Over Marijuana 
By ADAM NAGOURNEY 
STOCKTON, Calif. — Matthew R. Davies graduated from college with a master’s degree in business 
and a taste for enterprise, working in real estate, restaurants and mobile home parks before seizing on 
what he saw as uncharted territory with a vast potential for profits — medical marijuana. He brought 
graduate-level business skills to a world decidedly operating in the shadows. He hired accountants, 
compliance lawyers, managers, a staff of 75 and a payroll firm. He paid California sales tax and filed 
for state and local business permits. 
 
But in a case that highlights the growing clash between the federal government and those states that 
have legalized marijuana for medical or recreational use, the United States Justice Department 
indicted Mr. Davies six months ago on charges of cultivating marijuana, after raiding two dispensaries 
and a warehouse filled with nearly 2,000 marijuana plants. The case illustrates the struggle states and 
the federal government are now facing as they seek to deal with the changing contours of marijuana 
laws and public attitudes toward the drug. Colorado and Washington legalized marijuana for 
recreational use last year, and are among the 18 states, and the District of Columbia, that currently 
allow its medical use. 
 
The federal authorities said they stumbled across the operation after two men were spotted 
apparently breaking into Mr. Davies’s 30,000-square-foot Stockton warehouse. The police said they 
smelled marijuana plants. Federal agents conducted a raid and confiscated 1,962 plants and 200 
pounds of marijuana. “We were basically pharmacists for medical marijuana — everything was in full 
compliance with state law,” he said. “We paid our employees. We paid overtime. We had people going 
for unemployment if we fired them.” “Why are they coming after me?” he asked. “If they have such a 
problem with California, why can’t they sue California?” 
 
What principle of the constitution is being tested in this case? Explain. 
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